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Statement by the Governor,
the Generals, the Command Officers
and the Guardsmen

This statement was signed by the defendents, as a part o f the settlement o f
the Kent State tria l
In retrospect, the tragedy of May 4,1970 should not have occurred. The
students may have believed that they were right in continuing their mass
protest in response to the Cambodian invasion, even though this protest
followed the posting and reading by the University of an order to ban rallies
and an order to disperse. These orders have since been determined by the
Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals to have been lawful.
Some of the Guardsmen on Blanket Hill, fearful and anxious from prior
events, may have believed in their own minds that their lives were in danger.
Hindsight suggests that another method would have resolved the confron
tation. Better ways must be found to deal with such confrontations.
W e devoutly wish that a means had been found to avoid the May 4 events
culminatingin the Guard shootings and irreversible deaths and injuries. We
deeply regret those events and are profoundly saddened by the deaths of four
students and the wounding of nine others which resulted. W e hope that the
agreement to end this litigation will help to assuage the tragic memories
regarding that sad day.
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W illiam Kinstler speaking at a rally at Kent State, Septem ber, 1977. Photo <Dby John
P. Rowe.

